Disasters have a deep impact on public views, including an
impact on basic beliefs and values
In relation to previous findings (see source document for full description), showing the influence of
trust on perceived nuclear risk, some studies aimed to investigate circumstances that might affect the
level of trust itself. In a study conducted in 2012, Prati and Zani investigated whether the Fukushima
accident led to a change in the level of trust in authorities, perceived nuclear risk, antinuclear
behavioural intentions, nuclear attitudes and environmental beliefs in Italian citizens. Additionally,
this study explored whether a large-scale disaster could change the basic social values defined in the
VBN model (Stern et al., 1999). Having in mind that the study of Whitfield and colleagues (Whitfield
et al., 2009) showed that positive nuclear attitudes are associated with stronger traditional and weaker
altruistic values, Prati and Zani expected that a nuclear disaster would be followed by the increase of
environmental beliefs, a stronger adherence to altruistic and a weaker adherence to traditional values
(Prati & Zani, 2012). After the Fukushima accident, Italian citizens showed less pronuclear attitudes,
less trust in authorities and higher perceived risk (Prati & Zani, 2012), which is in line with previous
studies (Drottz-Sjöberg & Sjöberg, 1990; Katsuya, 2001). Interestingly, results further suggested that
Fukushima accident has also led to some changes in peoples' beliefs and values. Namely, after the
Fukushima accident, Italian citizens showed more pro-environmental beliefs (Prati & Zani, 2012).
Based on these results, authors argued that major events (such as the Fukushima accident) might
increase the level of concern for well-being and biosphere, which can be seen as a manifestation of
altruism, one of the basic components of VBN model (Stern et al., 1999). In other words, this study
suggested that disasters have a deep impact on public views, including an impact on basic beliefs and
values (Prati & Zani, 2012).
Note: See source document for full reference.

Applicable to:
Stakeholders: Attitudes toward authorities, Attitudes toward environmental issues, Norms/values, Individual/collective memory
Disaster Phases: Prevention, Preparedness, Response, Recovery, All disaster phases
Types of Actors Concerned: Non-active citizens, Local authorities, Government
Hazards: Natural hazards, Man-made non-intentional hazards or emergency situations, Man-made intentional hazards
Recommendations:
Develop risk assessments methodologies, which consider cultural factors, the manner in which people cognitively
process information and which employ a gender perspective
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