
  
  
  

The influence of individual wealth on disaster recovery 
In terms of disaster recovery, wealthy citizens were seen as having greater resources for achieving
their recovery compared to vulnerable groups (e.g. poorer people and the elderly); at the same time,
though, poorer people were seen to be able to work towards their own recovery (e.g. rebuilding their
own homes): “This is where the Viale Parioli citizen has it easier, he has someone to go to, and maybe
the citizen in Tor Bella Monaca does not. There was this homeless lady there who did not have a
backup house and we gave her one spot at the Caritas Hostel, but no one else did ask for us to find a
home, they all had their own resources, and that depends on the area” (G1; R4). “Wealthy people have
a greater awareness of what they can lose. I usually take care of disaster refunding and when we had
the Lunigiana flood, I was surprised I was surprised by a request for a Porsche refund. This is an
extreme request, as it affects the finances of the entire community, but it is about the reestablishment
of the damage. There are many solutions, sometimes it even happens that poor people manage to fix
their own homes and don’t take any money whereas the rich people hire lawyers and manage to be
reimbursed” (G2; R2). “The house was inside an historical building, there was a hotel next door. It
belonged to an old woman with a daughter. High culture, architects and professionals. They were able
to go sleep somewhere else but they were also old people and very settled in their lives. He did not
want to leave his apartment on fire. He was much attached” (G3; R6). 
Note: See source document for full reference.

 

Applicable to: 
 

Stakeholders: Livelihoods, Socio-economic status 

Disaster Phases: Recovery 

Types of Actors Concerned: National civil protection body, Red Cross, NGOs, Local authorities, Government, Military, Law
enforcement agencies, Healthcare and emergency services 

Hazards: Natural hazards, Man-made non-intentional hazards or emergency situations 

 

Recommendations:

Develop risk assessments methodologies, which consider cultural factors, the manner in which people cognitively
process information and which employ a gender perspective
Foster the adoption of a culture of disaster prevention and resilience by informing and motivating citizens to take action

 

Source
Deliverable D5.11 "Report on Stakeholder Assembly 2 (Italy)" (page 17)
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