Participatory approaches concerning development agencies
"Participatory approaches are a product of long-lasting interaction between researchers, development
workers, government agents and local populations. The history of participatory methods in
development co-operation began in the late 1970s with the introduction of a new research approach
called 'Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA)', which immediately became popular with decision-makers in
development agencies. Building on a close collaboration with local populations RRAs were designed
to collect first-hand data from the local people about their perceptions of their local environments and
living conditions in rural areas. RRAs were usually conducted as 1-3 days' workshops with villagers in
the field and facilitated by small teams of RRA specialists or researchers. RRA methods were
specifically adapted to respond to local conditions. Thus, communication processes with illiterate
persons not used to communication in abstract terms were carefully considered. Visualization using
locally comprehensible symbols, and tools like mapping, diagramming and ranking were introduced.
A limitation of RRA, however, was that the role of the local people was limited to providing
information, while the power of decision-making about the use of this information remained in the
hands of others.
Note: See source document for full reference.

Applicable to:
Stakeholders: Attitudes toward authorities, Communication
Disaster Phases: Prevention, Preparedness, Response, Recovery, All disaster phases
Types of Actors Concerned: Government, Non-active citizens, National research bodies
Hazards: Natural hazards, Man-made non-intentional hazards or emergency situations, Man-made intentional hazards
Recommendations:
Improve disaster management processes through better networking and cooperation between public and private actors
and a better understanding of the role which each of these actors plays in the different disaster management stages
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