
  
  
  

Larger number of hazards in the non-western world not simply
a question of geography  
Bankoff argues that the 'natural disasters' concept does not represent a conceptual term in the same
way as tropicality or development does (Bankoff, 2003, 2004a). The regions in which such
phenomena frequently occur are incorporated into discourses on hazards that set them apart from
implicitly 'safer' areas (Bankoff, 2003, p. 10). Between 1963 and 1992, over 93% of all major global
hazards occurred outside of North America and Europe (Smith, 1996). Also, during the 1990s, more
than 90% of the average annual number of people killed or affected by hazards lived outside the
United States/Canada and Europe (Walker & Walter, 2000). However, Bankoff concludes that the
larger number of hazards in the non-western world is not “simply a question of geography”, but it is
also “a matter of demographic differences, exacerbated in more recent centuries by the unequal terms
of international trade, that renders the inhabitants of less developed countries more likely to die from
hazard than those in more developed ones” (Bankoff, 2003, pp. 10-11). 
Note: See source document for full reference.

 

Applicable to: 
 

Stakeholders: Local knowledge 

Disaster Phases: Prevention, Preparedness, Response, Recovery, All disaster phases 

Types of Actors Concerned: National civil protection body, Local authorities, Non-active citizens, Active citizens, Entrepreneurs, 
Media, Government, National research bodies, Red Cross, NGOs, Military, Law enforcement agencies, Healthcare and
emergency services, European Civil Protection Mechanism, UN and other international organisations, All types of actors 

Hazards: Natural hazards 
 

Source
Deliverable D4.2 "Report on 'risk cultures' in the context of disasters" (page 26)
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