
  
  
  

Education strategies for building values-based skills at the
family level 
The head of the Principles and Values Department of the International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies (Dr. Katrien Beeckmann) recommended that “values-based skills”, which are
needed in conflict situations, had to be learnt from within families. Cited examples of practical skills
included “active listening, nonviolent problem solving, inclusion of fathers in household activities”.
Another speaker (Dr. Nurit Hirschfeld-Skupinsky) emphasised the critical role of “love”, “nurturing”
or “healing” in relation to a “culture of peace”. He suggested that it was the “critical element” and had
not been successfully transmitted via the UN institutions, but that families instead could successfully
impart these values: It is that factor of empathy, self-sacrifice and living a life of responsible
citizenship learned in the context of mother/father’s love and the natural family support system that
assures “empowerment” or even “human rights” its place in the culture of peace.
Note: See source document for full reference.
 
 

Applicable to: 
 

Stakeholders: Norms/values, Customs/traditions/rituals, Communication, Gender roles 

Disaster Phases: Response 

Types of Actors Concerned: National civil protection body, Local authorities, Non-active citizens, Government, Red Cross, 
NGOs, Military, Law enforcement agencies, Healthcare and emergency services, European Civil Protection Mechanism, UN
and other international organisations 

Hazards: Natural hazards, Man-made non-intentional hazards or emergency situations, Man-made intentional hazards 

 

Recommendations:

Foster social connectedness and the development of a strong sense of community, as these encourage citizens to help
each other in disaster situations

 

Source
Deliverable D7.3 "Report on cultural factors and citizen empowerment" (page 39)
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