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The role of advocacy/pressure groups in disaster response

It may be worth drawing attention to one of the ways, in which communities organise themselves
collectively, to challenge some of the power abuses. The formation of advocacy or pressure groups in
the response stage may serve as an effective empowerment mechanism to ensure “checks and
balances” on power, and to minimise and limit the spread of further harm.

Applicable to:

Stakeholders: Power relations

Disaster Phases: Response

Types of Actors Concerned: Active citizens

Hazards: Natural hazards, Man-made non-intentional hazards or emergency situations, Man-made intentional hazards

Recommendations:
e Limit cases of power abuse by protecting whistle-blowers and encouraging the formation of advocacy and/or pressure

groups
e Foster the adoption of a culture of disaster prevention and resilience by informing and motivating citizens to take action

Source
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